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June 4, 2015 

Franciscan Montessori Earth School 

Speak to the Earth 

Congratulations and Good 

Luck Graduates 
 

 
 

Below are the high schools our  

graduates will attend: 

 
 

Robert Lewis Anderson La Salle High School 

Gavin Berk Bohling, Riverdale High School 

Tarn Amsel Bregman La Salle High School 

Summer Ann Gaines Franklin High School 

Gianni Robert Galasso Central Catholic High School 

Samuel Thomas Ivy Pacific Crest 

Talia Chiyeko Jeffrey La Salle High School 

Tiernan Dugan Kelly La Salle High School 

Gabriel Wonjun Kong La Salle High School 

Cole Rosales Powers Central High School 

Elliot Hatch Roberts Northwest Academy 

Devinder O’Dell Sagoo Jesuit High School 

Annika Elizabeth Sevcik La Salle High School 

Tanner Ryan Todd Pacific Crest 

Alexandra Fumiko Tomita St. Mary’s Academy 

The Franciscan Montessori Earth School/St. Francis Academy provides stu-
dents from early childhood through young adolescence the skills to acquire indi-
vidual fulfillment, academic excellence, moral and spiritual development, confi-
dence and independence for lifelong learning. Through the academic and experi-
ential learning process developed by Maria Montessori, and influenced by the 
spirituality of St. Francis, students are guided to respect themselves and others, 
and to be stewards of the earth. 



 

From the Advancement Office 

Michael Winning 
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Final Thoughts 
 

 

 

The school year always seems to pass more 

quickly as June approaches.  Almost magically, 

or so it appears, the last week of school is about 

to happen. 

 

Congratulations to our graduates and their 

families. Many of you have been at the Earth 

School for years, with some families having 

been here with their students since Children’s 

House. 

 

Those students have thrived here, and experi-

ence shows that they will continue to do so 

wherever they go from here. 

 

The Earth School continues to thrive and grow 

thanks to the long-term commitment and sup-

port of our community. 

 

Over the years the families of our graduates and 

our entire community have gone the extra mile 

to help make FMES a unique place to be. 

Your gifts, your attendance and support of 

events, and your constant gifts of time help 

make the Earth School “Remarkably Differ-

ent”. 

 

I want to thank you for your support this year, 

and every year. 

 

 
 

 

Visit our Social Media anytime to learn 

more! 

                            
 

 

You will hear from us later this summer as 

we share even more ways for you to sup-

port the programs here at the Earth School. 

Until then, thank you, and to all of our 

graduates and their families, congratula-

tions. 

 

(We will be asking you in coming years to 

share a little bit about how your years at 

the Earth School has impacted your High 

School experience. Thank you in ad-

vance!) 
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From the library 

 
Although our library will be open for reading and research until the end of school, I stopped allowing new checkouts 

last Friday. You may have already found  a notice in your parent folder with the list of books your child should find 

and return, and I will send last minute email reminders on anything still out this Friday.  

Here are a few numbers that reflect the year in the library:  

 

New books purchased: 545 

Books donated: 329 

Books added to library catalog: 596 

Books discarded: 798 

Total checkouts were 5684, average per student 20. (I would like to see this increase, but one reason for the low aver-

age is that students are held responsible for remembering to return books - I try not to pester parents for returns very 

often!) 

Average daily library visits: 47 - On a typical day, between 15 and 20% of the school comes to the library for pleas-

ure reading or research help! 

 

A few days ago we had a work party in the library where volunteers dug into a couple of neglected projects - repair-

ing and indexing our Wildlife Fact Files, and discarding books in the children’s house reading room. You probably 

know that it is more “Montessori” to have fewer items carefully presented than stuffed shelves brimming with lots of 

worn-out books.  

 

It was a very satisfying year and we made a big difference- I am thankful for all the families who supported two book 

fairs, and for volunteers who helped with projects and kept the library open for students when I could not be there.  

Alanna Swenson-Hibbs, Gretchen Philipps, Christina Spielvogel, Liz Steszyn, Rebecca Thorsen and Kathleen Rind-

fusz worked regular weekly shifts all year, and Mary Brinkley, Romila Kim, Carly Tilgner, Chris Glenn, Mary June-

wick and Walt Junewick also handled the library desk and/or helped with maintenance projects.   

 

I'm sure you don't need a reminder to keep your kids reading this summer and use your public library, but here are 

some links to their summer reading program pages: 

Multnomah County Library -  https://multcolib.org/summer-reading 

Clackamas County Library - http://www.clackamas.us/lib/summer.html 

Fort Vancouver Regional Library - http://new.fvrl.org/summer-reading 

 

 If your kids need recommendations, they can help you, or try one of the 

following websites: 

www.readkiddoread.com - James Patterson’s site, heavy on new releases 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-lists  - You probably know Com-

mon Sense Media as a source for game and film reviews, but they’re also 

great at suggesting books, especially if you have concerns about content. 

http://www.amightygirl.com/mighty-girl-picks/top-read-alouds  - A Mighty 

Girl is “the world’s largest collection of books, toys, and movies for smart, 

confident, and courageous girls.” 

www.guysread.com - This is the site of author Jon Scieszka, strong on ideas 

for reluctant reader boys. 

 

Have a wonderful summer and I look forward to seeing everybody in the 

fall! 

Lydia Junewick, ljunewick@fmes.org 

http://www.readkiddoread.com
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-lists
http://www.amightygirl.com/mighty-girl-picks/top-read-alouds
http://www.guysread.com
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From Lower Elementary 

Lorelea McAfee Einwaller 

Printed with Permission from HandsFreeMama 

Children Who Shine From Within 

April 29, 2014  

 

“What’s your favorite insect?” my seven-year-old daughter asked as we took an evening walk on the first night of her 

spring vacation. “You can’t pick butterfly. Everyone picks the butterfly,” she quickly added before I had a chance to 

respond.  

“Hmmmm,” I thought out loud. “I guess mine would have to be a ladybug,” I finally answered. 

“Mine’s a firefly. I love the firefly,” she said wistfully. 

We kept walking. Talking. Enjoying the rare treat of alone time—just my younger daughter and me. 

And then: 

“Am I okay? I mean, am I fine?” she asked looking down at herself.  “Sometimes I feel different.” 

I immediately stopped walking and searched her face. Without saying what she meant, I knew; I just knew. 

I bent down and spoke from a painful memory tucked away since second grade. “When I was your age. I felt different too. 

I felt uncomfortable, self-conscious. One boy said really cruel things about the way I looked. He said I didn’t belong. His 

words hurt me for a long, long time,” I admitted. 

As she looked at me sadly, her previous words echoed in my head. “Everyone picks the butterfly,” she’d pointed out a 

moment ago. 

I placed my hands on her sturdy little shoulders as if somehow this could make her feel my words right down to the bone. 

“I want you to know something. You can always talk to me when you feel different or uncomfortable. I will never laugh. I 

will never judge you or tell you it’s no big deal. I will never brush away your feelings because I understand. I remember 

how it hurts. And some times you just need someone to understand that hurt.” 

“I love the firefly,” she had said a moment ago. I then realized I had something she could hold on to. 

“You mentioned that you love the firefly,” I reminded her. “Well, I think you’re a lot like a firefly. You know why?” I 

asked. 

The worry on her face lifted. She looked at me hopefully. “Why, Mama?” 

 

“Because you shine from within,” I said touching my finger to her heart. “Not everybody sees it, but I do. I see it. And my 

job is to protect that light. So when people say mean comments that squelch that light, I want you to tell me. I will protect 

your light by listening and loving you, my brave, courageous, and unique little firefly.” 

 

My daughter stepped forward and wrapped her arms around my neck.  She still said nothing—not one word. Maybe it was 

because she was on the verge of tears. Maybe it was because silent comfort was all she needed in that moment. I can’t be 

sure. But what I can be sure of is this: this story is not over. 

You see, as weeks have passed, I haven’t been able to stop thinking of our firefly talk and the timing of this message. The 

end of the school year can be hard for kids, especially the Fireflies—those who shine from within. 

And it’s that time—time for awards, banquets, recognition, and applause. The Butterflies will be noticed. So brilliant. So 

colorful. Their talents so obvious. But let us not forget the Fireflies. Their triumphs are quiet and unsuspecting. Their gifts 

might even go completely unnoticed. 

 

A firefly might be a seat saver on the bus so someone doesn’t have to go to the intimidating back row. 

A firefly might be a songwriter who pens music in his nightly dreams and hums away his days. 

A firefly might be an artist that creates pictures you can feel with your soul. 

A firefly might save his money for years just waiting for his heart to tell him, “That’s the one who needs your help.” 

A firefly might stay up past bedtime calculating numbers beneath the covers because he was born a mathematician. 

A firefly might be the I.T. kid of the school who jumps at the chance to help teachers with their computer woes. 

A firefly might get lost in a cloud of flour, delighting in culinary arts. 

A firefly might be a horseback rider finding peace in the company of animals and nature. 

A firefly might devour a 357-page book in one sitting. 

A firefly might have eyes for the lonely, looking for someone who wonders if she’s invisible. 

A firefly might stick up for the lost, the rejected, the alone. 

 

 

          Cont p. 5 
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A firefly might be the lost, the rejected, the alone … just waiting for someone to notice his light among all the bright, 

fluttering wings of the Butterflies. 

Maybe you know a Firefly. Maybe you love a Firefly. 

If you do, please don’t wait.  Don’t wait for someone to hand him an award or a give her a certificate to make their talents 

and gifts “official.” That day may never come. So say it now. Say this: 

I see your light. 

I see it when you pick up your guitar. 

I see it when you make brushstrokes of yellow, green, and gold. 

I see it when you sing with your eyes closed. 

I see it when you laugh with your mouth open wide. 

I see it when you stand along the water’s edge dreaming of your future. 

I see your light, my brave and courageous, firefly. 

You shine from within. 

And regardless if anyone else sees it or not—you know it’s there, and I know it’s there. 

So keep shining. 

Keep singing. 

Keep creating. 

Keep dreaming. 

Keeping caring. 

Keep adding, subtracting, and multiplying. 

Keep making your magic. 

And just you wait. Someday the world is going to see what I see. And your light will be so beautiful, so brilliant, so bright 

that the world is going to stop and wonder where such a light comes from. 

And you and I will both know that light, well, it’s been there all along. 

Because you are a Firefly. 

You shine from within. 

And I am here to protect that light, my brave and courageous firefly. 



Congratulations on the Birth of our Future FMES students  

to 

 

Gdarah Mansour and Christina Vy with daughter, Emily  

 

New baby, Toby 

 

And  

 

Conan and Jen Livengood with daughter, Sienna 

 

New baby, Rustin 

 

Please continue to save over the  

Summer; 
 
 

Box Tops for Education– each is worth $.10 for our school 

which helps pay for extras. 

 

And 

 

Campbell’s Soup Labels-worth points used toward 

supplies for the school. 




